Fc gamma receptors and HLA-DR antigens on thymus cells in myasthenia gravis.
Receptors for the Fc part of IgG (Fc gamma R) and HLA-DR antigens were detected in thymus tissue from patients with myasthenia gravis (MG) using monoclonal antibodies (B1D6 and OKIa1) in indirect immunofluorescence. The amount of Fc gamma R and HLA-DR antigens was increased on epithelial reticular cells and on interdigitating reticular cells in hyperplastic thymus as compared to normal thymus. In thymomas from MG patients the neoplastic epithelial cells expressed Fc gamma R, whereas only a few cells had HLA-DR antigens. Neither thymocytes nor B lymphocytes in the hyperplastic thymuses and in the thymomas were stained by B1D6.